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* Small busmesses are struggling to undersiané
the complexity of a new federal law that extends
health coverage for laid-off workers and how
they are affected under New Jersey law,

The American Recovery and Reinvestment.

Act, signed in February, will subsidize 65 percent
of health-ingurance premium costs for employ-
ges eligible for the Consolidated Ommnibus Bud-
get Reconciliation Act (COBRA) who are invol-

untarily terminated from their jobs be’wveen Sept.’
41,2008, and Dec. 31,2009, :
ARRA acts as an extension to COBRA, Whlch ,‘

defers to what the federal government calls the
“mini-COBRA” laws of individual states, each
with different eligibilities and requirements, CO-
BRA requires employers or their health plans to

- offer former employees a termporaty extension of

health coverage that the employees usually pay
for themselves.
New Jersey small-business owriers are tzymg

- toundeérstand how the requirements of Nevr Jer-
© “gey's version of COBRA, known as the New Jer-
sey Contmuatzoﬁ law, differ from those under

New federal program
aids laid-off workers

ARRA

Simone Wﬂker, Wwho owns the pnnt shop Al
phaGraphics in Paramus with her husband,
Bernie, said she didn’t think she had to comply

~with ARRA. She is not required to offer COBRA
‘benefits to former employees because she has
fewer than 20 employees, while COBRA apphes

to companies with 20 or more.
“However, Wilker's business comes under the

New Jersey Continuation law, which requires
buisinesses with fewer than 20 empioyees that

were offering health insurance to oﬂer msumnce
to eligible former emplogees.

“I thought because it [ARRA] was under o
‘BRA that 1 didn’t have to comply with that,” said
Simone. “I found that I do haveto abide by that.

I'wasveally very concerned. Luckﬂy, we had 1ot
laid anyone oft”

Employees -of Teaneck insurance broker
Singer Nelson Charlmers have collectively spent
about 70 to 80 hours learning about ARKA and

mformmg thelr s:ustomers about the issues
through meetings, and thres seminars - includ-
ing'one onthe Web said Vice President Abbyé
Waxenberg,

She said employers questioned how they, :
would recoup the 65 percent they have to pay to-

‘ward the insurance premtium for ehglbie ionner;
-employees who elect coverage: :

In one of several explanations of ARRA, the
Department of Labor says; “Eligible individuals:
pay only 35 percent of their COBRA premiums
and the remaining 65 percent is reimbursed to
the coverage provider through a tag credit” - -

‘Waxenberg said the process as. descnbed has:
confused the brokerage’s customers. - - -

“The government is not going to. rennburse
employers the 65 percent subsidy,” Waxenberg
said, because as an empioyer “you're not exact
ly frontmg the subsidy; you're deducting it every -
ﬁme you would pay for payroll taxes”

Employers instead will be able to deduct ‘ihe'
amount they would normally pay to the govern-
ment on their quarterly Form 941 (the employ~
er’s quarterly federal tax rettum), she said, adding
ifthe subsidy is more than payrof] taxes, employ—
ers will ge't a refund of the excess. ,

Monday

B Valley Toasimasters, “Overcome Fear of Public
Speaking,” 8 p.m., First Congregational Church, 278
Haworth Ave., Haworth. Gall Romeo Abenoja, 2071~
244-0956; or visit valleyirne.freetoasthost.info,

Tuesday

H Fairleigh Dickinson Unlverstty, “Branding for Sug-
gess,” 7:15 b.m., Hennessy Hall Mansion, 285 Madi-
son Ave., Madison, Speaker: 8hau-wai Lam, chair-
ran of Dah Hong Trading Corp. Free, Call §73-443-
8842.
B William Paterson Uni iversity, “Non—Pro‘;" t Manage-
sent” 610 9 pam.; 1600 Valley Road, Wayne:
Speaker; Donna: Nelson-| vy. Gost: $45 Ca! Rosa
Milliams-Hopkins, 973- 720«2354 orvisit
vpunjedwepe.
¥ Women's Busiress Center, “Start Rxgh‘t " 10 am.
6 1 pam., 15th floor, 2 Gateway Center, Newark.
*ree. Call 973- 507-9700, or visit njawbo.org/whe,

Steven Weinstein and members of municipal counc.
Speakers: Joanne Cimiluca, executive director of
Bergen County Economic Development Corp,; Vin-
cent D'Ella; regional director of Small Business De-

~velopment Center at Bergen Community College;

Josaph Rutch, director of Bergen County Communi-
1y Development; Tammy Molinar, executive director
of Bergen County Workforce Investment Board; Su-
san Johnson, vice president of continuing education
at Bergen Community College Compmunity Ouireach

and Grant Development. Free. Gall 201-794-5344, or-
-visit fairlawn.org. or faidawnriverroad.com.”

¥ Mahwah Regional Chamber of Commerce, meet-
ing, 510 7:30 p.m., aboard a boat departing Lincoln
Harbor, Weehawken. Cost: $50 t0:$70; including .

_ supper. Call 201-529-5566, or visit mahwah.com.

8 Defense Procursment Center; “Doing Business
with the Federal Government,” 9:30 a.m. to noon,
Bergen Community College, 400 Paramus Road,
Paramus. Cost: $25. Call Ria Bloss, 201 -447—7466
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Call 201-621-5688, or visit letiphackensack.com.
Thursday

8 Business Referral Partnerships, mesting, 7:15 o
8:30a.m., Matthew’s Colonial Diner, 4 Franklin Tumn-
pike, Waldwick. Featured speaker: Preben Karlsmark

- from Minuternan Press. Other attendees aiso will

have an opportunity to describe their products and:

services, Firsi-timers get free breakfast, Call Armarn-
do Nugnes; 201:247-4915; or e-mail Armando@ar-

mzndoscleaning.com.

?‘wday

B U.S. Smali Business Administration and N.J.

Chamber of Commerce, “Getting Govemiment Con-

*fracts,” 9:30 2.m: fo noon, and an awards luncheon,

noon fo 2 p.m., Growne Plaza Hotel, 390 Forsgate
Drive, Jamesburg Five speakers will lecture, and
seven New Jersey business people will be honored.
Cost: $55 to $70. Call Carol Gabel, 609-989-7888.

[ineanan swante

.. Street and Five Points, Union. SpeakerS': Iaw‘ ers.

of indxvudua Snvestors meeting, 6:30 p.m. May 11,
Marriott Hotel, 138 Pehle Ave., Saddie Brook.
Speaker: Rep. Scott Garrett, R—Waniage will tell
how government actions can affect investing. Costy
$10 10 $15. Cali 201-891-5038, of e-mail demby- -
inv@gmall.com. :

& Mahwah Reglonaf Chamber of Commerce meet-
ing, noon 1o 2 p.m. May-12, Apdio’s Restaurant, 61
E. Main St., Ramsey. Speaker Bergen County Exec-

* utive Dennis McNerney. Cost: $30 to $50. Call 201-

529-5566, or visit mehwah.com.

B Greater Hackensack Chamber of Commerce
“Business Expo 2009,” 5:30 10 8:30 p.m. May 14, -
Hilton Hotel, 650 Terrace Ave., Hasbrouck Heights,
Free. Call Darlene Damstrom; 201 —489*37’00 orvisit.
hackensackcharmber.org: : -
# Traffic Club of Newark, “Protectmg Yourseif g #
[Legallyl,” 6 p.m. May 14, Galloping Hill Inn, Chestnut -
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